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Austria, on the other hand, has made no sacrifices,
and has deserved nothing. If she derives any profit
from her present intrigues, she would foster others in
order to obtain new advantages. The aims of her
demands on Prance are infinite. One concession
would encourage her to urge another. It is hence
for the interest of France that she do not acquire a
single village."

The Duke of Vicenza, a clear-sighted man, received
these imprudent instructions with regret. On his
arrival at Prague, he wrote to the Minister, July 28:
" We are already on a volcano; the minutes are num-
bered; our delays have produced a bad impression.
Everything I hear makes me doubly regret that the
Emperor should have bound your hands and mine
more tightly than he promised." Metternich contin-
ually said to the French plenipotentiaries that up to
August 10 matters were not desperate, but that after
that date, if peace was not concluded, Austria's mission
as a mediatorial power would be at an end* This
date of August 10 was to be fatal to the Empire, as
it had been twenty-one years before to royalty.

August 8, Metternich said to the Duke of Vicenza;
" There can no longer be any doubt about your Sov-
ereign's intentions. The Emperor Napoleon has
merely tried to gain time. The armistice is entirely
to his advantage; it is injurious to the allies. They
sincerely desire peace, and a moderate peace; it would
be made if the Emperor, your master, had wished it.
Probably it is now too late."